Worksheet 1: How has crime changed in Scotland?

LI - To understand that the rates and types of crime committed in Scotland vary over time
SC - Pupils can describe the changes in the rates and types of crime in Scotland over recent years
SC - Pupils are able to suggest possible reasons for these changes

According to police statistics, the number of crimes in Scotland
steadily increased between the 1950’s and the 1990’s.
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N Between 1991 and 2017, the number of crimes in Scotland decreased a great deal.
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The number of property crimes (which includes The number of violent crimes
stealing cars or stealing from people’s homes) (which includes assault and murder)
fell by 74% between 1991 and 2017. fell by 60% between 2003 and 2015.
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Property crime makes up Violent crime makes up
50% of all crimes. 3% of all crimes.
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This decrease in the number of crimes in Scotland is called ‘the crime drop’.

Lots of other countries also had a ‘crime drop’ including; England, Wales, Northern Ireland,
the USA, Australia and New Zealand.
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Using the information above, answer the following questions; for more info
bout th

1. Describe the ‘trend’ in the amount of crime that thas been committed in Scotland. awsrish;;es

Include figures and dates in your answer.
2. What types of crime have seen the biggest decrease?
3. Think about why crimes rates have fallen in Scotland and other countries in recent years.




Worksheet 2: Why has crime fallen?

LI - To understand that the type of crime committed in Scotland has changed over time
SC - Pupils can describe the impact of new technology on the type of crime committed in Scotland
SC - Pupils are able to suggest possible reasons for these changes
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One of the main explanations for the
global ‘crime drop’ is new technology.
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New technology can also
cause crime.

Young people are spending
more time at home on screens
and phones.

New technology has made it
harder to steal valuable items.

The number of crimes that
use new technology is
increasing.

For example, cars have better
alarms and immobilisers. This means they spend less
time hanging about street

corners or in the park.

Also, some houses have smart
security systems with cameras
inside the house and even in
the doorbell.

Some criminals use the
internet to scam people and
steal their savings. Others
use fake credit cards to buy
items and never pay for them.

They are now less likely to be
caught committing a crime or
getting involved in trouble.

Task

Using the information above, answer the following questions;

1. Describe the ways in which smart security systems can protect a home or business.

2. Do you agree that new technology means young people commit less crimes? Explain your answer.

3. Can you describe the ways in which ‘cyber-criminals’ use the internet, social media and smart phone
technologies to commit crimes?

4. What advice would you give to someone to prevent them from being a victim of a cyber-crime?







Worksheet 4: Has there been a ‘crime-drop’ for young people?

LI - To understand the changes in criminal behaviour by young people over the last 20 years

SC - To describe the changes in youth offending between 1999 and 2019

Young people tend to be responsible for a large amount of all crime.

Two Scottish studies asked young people about their offending: The Edinburgh Study of Youth
Transitions and Crime (in 1999) and the Growing Up in Scotland study (in 2019).

Comparing the results of these studies shows that youth offending has gone down over time
while use of technology has gone up.

In 1999, the Edinburgh In 2019, the Growing Up in
Study showed that 71% of Scotland report showed
12-year olds had that only 30% of 12-year
committed at least one olds had committed at
type of crime or anti-social least one type of crime or
behaviour. anti-social behaviour.
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